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Ronument of the Awful Theater Fire Which
Oceurred December 26, 1811,

soenes of Horror When Men and
Women Fought for Life, and
Saventy-two Perished.

Higtuwopd Cor. Philafelphila Times.

Probably no aingle spot in this gualnt
Bouthern vity s so full of homan Interest,
#0 steeped In elemsents of trogedy and
pathos, and so imtimately connected with
& series of cvents mwore romantic than apy
fiction, a8 Monomental Church. The sanc-
tunry, u8 It name dmplics, is & wopement—
& msoscleum—in memory of the victims
of the Richmond Theater fire In 1811,
which s sufficient in itself o make it
inleresting. Hut when (o the fact is added
thie mirange vagaries of its construction,
aod the raninee of ope of e priesis,
whose romasrkable Bkeness to Wilkes
Booth supgested wild possibilities and
rulned his lile, the ale bectines passing
strafdge lndeed,

The chiurch that is o curiously connected
with the stage nod romance siands o o
quainl old church yard froming on Brond
street, upon the slope of the Ml that was
it e the cttade] of Richimond s official
und faslijonahble life. Even the ground s
Listorie, for it furms part of o block bought
and delicatad by Thomas JelfTerson as the
nite of nn insiiution of ars, letters and
acience wodeled after the French Academy.
The Academy bullding was converted lnto
A theater andd destroyed by Tire o few years
later. The block was then divided, and o
ane corper of 3 the Richimond Theater wos
erected. Short lived 68 was The story of
that edifiee, B was historic in Meclf and
for the actors who appeared here, for it
was one of the few cradles of the now great
dramatic profession in this country. .

The performance given here on the 261h
of Decviuber, 1511, wan Jooked furward to
as a notable event, OChristtins saw the
soctal life of the Old Dominion in all Jts
glory. and the English custom of presenting

ntomimes at Yubetide was to be followed

bat might in tbe acting of & bew picco
boasting the name of “Raymondand Agnes,
or the Hlecdtng Non" Morsover, it was
announeed 48 one of the “last week's per-
Tormences of the season,” aud the benefit
of E. Placide, so well known 1o the dra-
IALc annnls of the day.

The pinyhouse wias crowded Wwith the
holldny throng. Al clasics were there,
the povernor of the State, members of
bench and bar, statesmen, old-time gen-
tlemien from the plaptations, stately ma-
trons in thelr bravery of silk and jewels
bevies of pirls—ibe lovelirst in & re-
glon of beswtifol women—{umily parties of
husbands, wives and children, comfortable
tradesmen, “poor whites," nod negroes
isolntyl in their own reserved section of
Bals,

The awlivnce numbered abiout 900 peo-
ple=a krge ope for the time nnd place—
apd most of the sudlence, including the
fguality” <l to be seen In Lhe State
archives. First come a pew play, “The
Fatler; or, Fumily Feous,” a picce that
lies intermed in the graveyand of drame. It
was followed by 8 comile song, a dance,
aputher song and a hompipe. Then came
the pantondme. The Lirst act passed with
great ecint, and the secobd act bad jost
begun. A boy connected with the house
then pulled up ioto the files overhead a
chapdeiler used In the former scene, One
of the lamps It containel was still bom-
Iog, aml the flame ignited one of the
strips of pdotd canvas.

The flame grew larger anl largir, sweep-
iog wider and wider, higher and higher,
but anvilwr scepe hid it from the aud-
lepce. A nmoment later the screen near-
est the body of the house Yegan to burn.
There wins a wild ¢ry of “Fire!™ The
peeple rose from thelr seats and fisd. Ope
of the acviers rushed forwnrd with words
of reassurinee. The people paused for o
moment, then the flames broke forth with

from the gavernor of Virginla to the mean-
it slave made s wild rosh Tor the doors.
Those in the pit found escape caslest, but
the briflinnt crowd o boxes and stalls
roshed pasic stricken down the narrow
stairways Lo that single exit. In an in-
st this wis puckial with 8 mass of
frantic people, swnying, strugeflng, screan-
ing, uoable to move backwanl or forward—
frenzied wen, struggling to save their chil-
dren; horror strickens wonen, with blanched
faces, pathetle in their frooes of finery
and jewels; gentlemen, some with all their
chivalry attestxd In herole sscrifices, oth-
ey with brute fostincts congoering milml
and heart.

This seene in the tragedy was Tollowsd
by other horrors that the spectators foend
too awlul ever to put into words. The long
tongues of Mo swept agalnst e panic-
stricken crowd, igniting thelr clothing wher-
ever it touched. Many soocaombed at once;
the resl muade a wild rush for the windows.
Men, woren and children threw tiemuselves
bodily to the ground below, iheir gartuents
in Mlames even after they had fallen upon
the heap of Lumanity beéneath. The final
scene followed gquickly, for in ten minutes
alter the discovery of the fire the theater
was o hass of flames. Those outside the
walls sa w one momaet the windows lrraming
the figures of men and woluen against the
backzronnd of flame, heard the shrieks nnd
groans above the crackling of the fire. The
next saw o serean of fire whirling through
the openings and burst out into Lthe night,
and ““all was silence."

Beventy-two people perished In the Mammes,
the governor of Virginin and many others |
prominent in official and social life being |'
among then. The fire was regandidd as o
national disaster. Congress passed runlu- 1
tions of sorrow and condolence, memorial
services were beld in clhinrehes thronghout
the lond, the oppounents of the theater
broke forth with a series of denunclations
of pliyvhouses with the disasier as o text,
and descriptions of the fire were pulilished
n ponmphiets and widely read. The citi-
zens of Richmond went into mourning for
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a month, and suspended business forn tiue,
and the local anthorities forbade any public
entertainment within the city for four
nionths, under a heavy pennlty.

It was then dicided to erect a great me- |
maorial to the victims. The movement was
beaded by Chief Justice Marshall of the |
United Biates Bupreme Court and all the
friends and relatives of the unfortunates
combisged to makeup a building fund.

The remains of the victius were plnoed
together in a vault beneath the center of
the ruins, and around this tomb Monu-
mental Church was bullt as a mausoleum.

From a romantio polnt of view the most
Interesting ohject of all aboul the old church
18 the photograph of Wilkes Booth's double.

It hangs In a dark corper of the old-Ffash-
joned vestey-toom, and represents a man in
the prime of Hfe, standing besiide a tabile, his
long clerical garments giving him Inereased
helght and digoity. The lowg straight hair
I8 brushed siralght back from the high,
Licom] Torehead, and the Tace—in (8 every
linesment—is said to be the image of Wilkes
Booth as be would have appeared at that
time. The resemblance is certainly most re-
markabile—the deep hinck eyes, theshape of
chin, moath, cheelks, forelead e yelirows and
nose—ad moreover there is & solitle sim).
larity of cxpression to members of the
Boolh family that defies description.

Thisman was the Rev. Jolin G. Armstrong,
pastor of thechurch from 1878 (n 1884, But
even to this day strange rumors of the final
eml of Wilkes Booth are tn be heard in
plitees where his friends and Intimates lived
amd talked long after the asxassination of
Presidtent Lincoln had passed into history.
There are tales of a mysterlous grave. of o
hody that tallicd in some of |tz marks with
those of Wilkes Booth, and differed materi-
ally in_others, and an Intangible fabrie of
supposition built about & series of gosslped
Invidents. However valoeloss these may be
historically. they show an undercurrent
that found aneatbreak inthe romanceaf Mr.
Armetrong, of Ml onomental Chiurch,

The likencss of Mr. Armstrong to Wilkes
Booth was an startling that gnme people
who had seen both men found It hard to
believe that they were not thegame. The
preacher’s manner might be called dramatic.
His movemsnts and gestures had the repose
and hreadih that most actors nequire in
following their art and living and working
constautly befora an aovdience. He was,
morrover, slightly Inme, as Wilkes Booth

& red ginre and crackling roar, and all,

would probably have been in conseguence of
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the injary to bis leg sustaimsd in junping
from Preshdent Lincoin's box.  Aside from
this fact, Mr. Armstrong’'s muanner, volee
amd temperament led to the viction that
were he not a priest be would have been
a great actor. It s sald that his daagh-
tor did sulsequently go upen the stage and
met with great success.

No subject o dscussion was niore con-
stant in Richiuond than the possibility that
Mr. Armstrong nnd Wilkes Booth were one
and the same man.  Mr., Arnstrong stoeon-
ously denied the ldentity, but such denlals
could not silence the rumwors.  There seemed
moreover, to be a shadow over his amece-
dents. Hecameto Richimond a comparative
stranger, and claimed that be was o priest
ordained In Ireland. An investization was
quietly staried to clear ap the facts as o
his past, but did oot ghve cotire satisfac-
tion. In the midst of the constantly reit-
eraled declaentions and denlaly, the clergy-
man was nooused of freegularities i hin
habits, and this again caled forth the
charge tUat he was not all be sevined to be.

hortly gfter be 1eft the minisiry. sank
out of aight and died in obscurity. Hut even
to the end the doubl a5 to his ldentity buang
like a shadow over Lis life, and when on
his denthiyd, hislast words were a demdal—
a pathetic, beart-broken denial—that be
wan Wilkes Hooth.

The picture hangiog in the vestry room
of the Monumental Chiurch 15 gaid to be the
ouly one in the exislence of Lhis strange
man. Tue shadows that surronnd It Boreen
the counterfeit features rom even the
glanee of a casual vistor. Jubk whoever
dclitubs 0up and gazes lnto thoke cycs sees
A bumas doctinent 8o pregnant of possibil-
tien that W8 very romance robs the place
of its reality.

—— . — —

HOW GINORI STRUCK OIL,

Discovered the Presepce of Petrolenm
on the Ixland of Munte Cristo.

Bo many people in this country have read
Alexandre Domad mastorpieee, “Monte
Cristo,” that copsidermble interest is Hke-
Iy lo be created by the jnformation that
the possessjon of that celehrated island
sevins to constitule 8 sort of mascot of pros-
perity to its owner.

Its preseot possessor, the darchese Gin-
orl, s We richest man in Italy, and ibe
greater part of bis wealth hns come to him
gince be acquired by purchase the
50 celehrated throughout the world by
Alexasdre Domas, the ~

E
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